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Higher-Level Attendance at World Cities Summit  
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The second biennial World Cities 
Summit (WCS) 2010, to be held from 
28 June to 1 July, returns with an 
even larger number of leading inter-
national speakers, representing di-
verse cities in the Americas, Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia.  

Half the world’s population now 
live in cities. Over the coming dec-
ades, the pace of urbanisation 
will hasten, especially across the      
developing world. Many cities are 
expected to absorb the bulk of the 
increase between now and 2050, 
when the world’s population is likely 
to expand from 6.7 billion to 9.2 bil-
lion.  

Against this backdrop, more than 
half of this urban population is ex-
pected to be in Asia. The WCS is 
ideally positioned to provide a strate-
gic platform around which cities can 
gather to share best practices and 
identify innovative solutions to the  
pressing developmental issues that 
they confront today. 

Commencing with selected high-
level plenary sessions by world-
renowned leaders and key policy    
makers, the Summit will also feature 
a series of more detailed expert 
panel discussions to address spe-
cific challenges and solutions faced 
by cities around the world.  

 
Landmark Events at a Timely 
Juncture 

A key component of the WCS is 
the first ever WCS Mayors’ Forum, 
which will explore the role of leader-
ship and good governance in urban 
development, and how cities can 

develop in a more environmentally 
responsible manner.  

More than 45 mayors and gover-
nors from cities around the world are 
expected to attend the WCS, which 
will centre on the three broad 
themes of Leadership and Govern-
ance for Vibrant and Liveable Cities, 
Building Sustainable and Eco-
friendly Cities, and Fostering Harmo-
nious and Sustainable Communities. 
This marks a rare and unique gath-
ering of top level mayors and gover-
nors from around the world.  

Another key highlight is the  inau-
gural Lee Kuan Yew World City 
Prize, which will be presented to 
Bilbao City Hall, in recognition of its 
integrated and holistic approach in 
urban transformation. Bilbao's suc-
cess is founded on visionary leader-
ship, commitment to long-term plan-
ning, strong processes and support-
ing infrastructure.  

World Class Urban Solutions   
The Summit also includes the 

Learning Journeys, which highlight 
the expertise of Singapore’s public 
agencies. This year, delegates will 
have the chance to go on six Jour-
neys, including Singapore’s iconic 
public housing development, The 
Pinnacle@Duxton, as well as Singa-
pore’s ecological offshore landfill at 
Pulau Semakau, among others.  

At the same time, the WCS Expo 
will showcase the latest and most 
innovative solutions devised to meet 
the most pressing challenges faced 
by cities today.  

Besides the contributions from 
leading companies and business, 
pavilions from Singapore agencies 
and from top international cities will 
be erected as well. The exhibition 
space will cover a floorspace more 
than three times the area set aside 
in the inaugural Expo at WCS 2008.  

World leaders converge to explore the role of  good  governance in urban development  

Ministry of National Development 
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For an independent island state 
barely half a century old, Singapore’s 
transformation into a world-class city 
with a high quality of life is nothing 
short of extraordinary. And it is easy 
to overlook the vision, leadership and 
careful planning required to make 
modern Singapore a reality.  

As Singapore’s first Prime Minister 
and its current Minister Mentor (MM), 
Lee Kuan Yew has been its chief ar-
chitect, and while his reputation as a 
leader of Singapore is world re-
nowned, he also had a guiding influ-
ence on the development of various 
areas of urban planning and develop-
ment, such as public housing, water 
management, and green infrastruc-
ture. 

 
Public Housing  

Singapore’s acute land scarcity       
required good planning to meet imme-
diate citizen needs while accommo-
dating future growth. From the begin-
ning, MM Lee recognised that provid-
ing affordable homes to citizens was 
central to the development of a mod-
ern Singapore.  

Citizens were encouraged to move 
from over-crowded shop houses and 
squatter huts in the 1960s to state-
built, affordable, high-rise, and high-
density Housing and Development 
Board (HDB) flats. Over a few dec-
ades, HDB has provided housing to 
85 percent of the population, improv-
ing overall quality of life.  

Its latest project, the Pinnacle-
@Duxton, is the first 50-storey public 
housing project in Singapore, with 
many unique features that set it apart 
from other flats.   

Located at the site where the first 
two HDB blocks in that area were 
built, the Pinnacle@Duxton is also the 
first in the world with two unique sky-
bridges linking the seven blocks at the 
26th and 50th floors.  

WCS delegates will have a chance 
to visit this landmark project, as part 
of the Public Housing Learning Jour-
neys. 

MM Lee had considered that a 
green Singapore would provide a 
competitive edge in the future. In 
fact, MM Lee planted his first tree 
after taking political office in June 
1959, and shortly after the National 
Parks Board was established.  

Today, NParks manages around 
300 parks, including popular tourist 
attractions such as the Singapore 
Botanic Gardens and Fort Canning 
Park, plus the roadside greenery so 
distinctive to Singapore.  

 
Leading Awards 

In recognition of MM Lee’s contri-
butions to the development of mod-
ern Singapore, the Lee Kuan Yew 
World City and Water Prizes were 
conceived. Through the prizes, Sin-
gapore hopes to facilitate the sharing 
of global best practices in urban so-
lutions.  

The 2010 Lee Kuan Yew World 
City Prize Laureate, Bilbao City Hall 
and the 2010 Lee Kuan Yew Water 
Prize Laureate, China’s Yellow River 
Conservancy Commission, will, re-
ceive their awards from MM Lee at 
the Lee Kuan Yew Prize Award 
Ceremony and Banquet on 29 June 
2010.  
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Water Management 
In the last 40 years, guided by 

MM Lee’s vision, Singapore has 
evolved from a nation with limited 
natural water resources into one that 
has built a diversified and sustain-
able water supply from four different 
sources – local catchment, imported 
water, recycled water known as NE-
Water, and desalinated water.   

Through home-grown technolo-
gies, and capabilities in water-
resource management and S$330 
million of government investment, 
Singapore is fast developing into a 
global hydrohub. The Marina Bar-
rage, which forms a freshwater res-
ervoir in the city and increases Sin-
gapore’s water catchment area from 
half to two-thirds of its land area. 

 
Green Infrastructure 

The “City in a Garden” concept is 
the result of over 40 years of rigor-
ous tree-planting and planning of 
green spaces in Singapore  resulting 
from a holistic framework that in-
cludes the development of the horti-
cultural industry, establishing Singa-
pore as a hub for horticultural excel-
lence, and nurturing and sustaining 
local ecosystems and biodiversity.  

Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew’s Contributions 
to Strategic Urban Planning and Development 

The Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize (Left) and Lee Ku an Yew Water Prize (Right) will 
be conferred at the Lee Kuan Yew Award Ceremony and  Banquet   

PUB, Singapore’s National Water Agency Urban Redevelopment Authority 
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World Urban Transport  
Leaders Summit 

 
The 2nd World Urban Transport 

Leaders Summit, organised by Sin-
gapore’s Land Transport Authority, 
will be held from 30 June to 1 July 
2010.  

Themed “Transforming Urban 
Transport for Liveable and Sustain-
able Cities”, the Summit will feature 
eminent international speakers.  

Plenary forums will cover key 
issues such as new vision, govern-
ance, sustainable urban solutions, 
green and eco-friendly transport, and 
future transport innovations.  

The Summit will also feature a 
Policy Dialogue with top leaders and 
experts, and site visits to the latest 
transport initiatives in Singapore.  

For more information on the 
WUTLS’ line up of events, refer to 
www.ltaacademy.gov.sg.  

Safe neighborhoods. Quality 
schools. Affordable housing.  Traffic 
that flows. It's all possible.  

The future of our planet depends 
on our cities. By 2050, that is where 
70 percent of the Earth’s population 
will be living – growing from 3.3    
billion people today to a breathtaking 
6.4 billion.  

This wave of urbanisation        
presents enormous challenges and 
opportunities to all of us. IBM, which 
is a WCS Platinum Sponsor, is    
collaborating with cities worldwide in 
creating smarter urban systems 
which can create unique value for 
economies, businesses and the  
government and address urban   
challenges such as overcrowding, 
scarcity of resources, and overbur-
dened infrastructures. 

Learn how you can make the 
planet smarter. 

Register now to join us on 28 
June at 2.30pm for an insightful and 
informative discussion about pre-
paring for a better tomorrow.  

This event will feature thought 
leaders and prominent leaders from 
government, academia and busi-
ness who will lead forward-thinking 
discussions on how we can build a 
smarter planet, city by city.  

For more information, visit 
www.ibm.com/sg/worldcities.  

A Vision of Smarter Cities 

 

Cities, now home to half of the 
world’s population, are increasingly 
crowded and beset with a host of 
environmental challenges. 

Through its expertise and experi-
ence in the management of water, 
waste, energy, and transportation, 
Veolia Environnement – a WCS 
Platinum Sponsor – provides lasting   
responses to essential economic 
and environmental challenges. 

A Partner to Cities Through innovation, Veolia Envi-
ronnement has developed key posi-
tions in essential areas such as    
alternative water resources and the 
use of biomass to produce energy 
through cogeneration. It has also      
deployed innovative processes such 
as high performance, fully auto-
mated waste sorting centers on an 
operational scale.  

Veolia Environnement frequently 
operates in areas experiencing rapid 
urban change, where the provision 

of essential services is a key con-
cern of public authorities. In helping 
authorities to provide access to 
these services, the challenge for 
Veolia Environnement is to reconcile 
service quality, economic viability 
and affordability to the local popula-
tion. 

Veolia Environnement, a global 
operator with unmatched technologi-
cal capabilities, is well positioned to 
deal with urban growth and stringent 
environmental requirements. 

Robert Doyle 
is the 103rd Lord 
Mayor of Mel-
bourne, elected 
on 30 November 
2008.  

Lord Mayor 
Doyle is a Princi-
pal at The Nous 
Group, a management consultancy 
business based in Melbourne, and 
has, since 2007, been the Chairman 
of Melbourne Health (The Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital). 

Lord Mayor Doyle is also the 
President of the Lord Mayor’s   

Featured Speaker: Robert Doyle 

Charitable Foundation, Chairman of 
the Royal Melbourne Hospital Foun-
dation, and a Trustee of the Shrine 
of Remembrance.   

A Member of Victoria’s Parlia-
ment for 14 years, Lord Mayor Doyle 
was Leader of the Opposition and 
Leader of the Liberal Party for four 
years. He served as well as Shadow 
Minister for Health and Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Health.  

Lord Mayor Doyle will be sharing 
his city’s practices in sustainable 
development at the WCS Closing 
Plenary, “Liveable and Sustatainable 
Cities: The Way Forward”.  

 Melbourne has received many 
external accolades. It is a UNESCO 
City of Literature, as well as a mem-
ber of the Large Cities Climate Lead-
ership Group, also known as the 
C40 Cities. 

Additionally, Melbourne is consis-
tently rated as one of the world's 
most liveable cities by agencies such 
as the Economist Intelligence Unit 
and Mercer, and is ranked among 
the top 10 Global University Cities by 
RMIT's Global University Cities In-
dex, and in the top 20 Global Innova-
tion Cities by the 2thinknow Global 
Innovation Agency. 

City of Melbourne 
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