Bilbao City Hall tops 78 nominations to clinch
the inaugural Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize

Bilbao City Hall has been named
the inaugural Lee Kuan Yew World
City Prize Laureate in recognition of
its integrated and holistic approach
in urban transformation. Bilbao's
success is founded on visionary
leadership, commitment to long-term
planning, strong processes and
supporting infrastructure.

Jointly co-organised by the Urban
Redevelopment Authority (URA),
Singapore’s land-use planning and
conservation authority, and the
Centre for Liveable Cities, the bien-
nial international Lee Kuan Yew
World City Prize seeks to generate
positive  social, economic and
environmental impact in cities
around the world. It provides a plat-
form to highlight and celebrate urban
solutions and to spur further innova-
tion in the area of sustainable urban
development and city excellence.

The award focuses on the four
key pillars of liveability, vibrancy,
sustainability, and quality of life,
which are instrumental to the
success of every city and its quality
of urban life. These qualities were
evidently demonstrated in Bilbao’'s
radical transformation from a post-
industrial city to a vibrant metropolis.

The 78 worldwide nominations for
the Prize were carefully considered
through a rigorous two-tier process
comprising a Nominating Committee
and a Prize Council. Both jury panels
were particularly impressed with

The Guggenheim Museum Bilbao and Iberdrola Tower

what Bilbao had achieved, through a
chronological and systematic order
of development over a period of 25
years that was both well-integrated
and skilfully executed. Bilbao City
Hall has improved Bilbao’s environ-
ment and quality of life significantly,
strengthened its social cohesiveness
and cultural vibrancy, as well as
sharpened its economic competitive-
ness.

Mayor of Bilbao, Dr Ifiaki Azkuna,
said, "For Bilbao City Hall to be
named the first recipients of this
important award is a great form of
recognition for us. We are truly
honoured and hope that Bilbao can
provide inspiration for other cities —

even as we explore other areas of
opportunity and growth."

Central to Bilbao’s success is its
ability to align its strategic objectives
and vision among key stakeholders.
The Bilbao Ria 2000, its integrative
model for collaboration among
several stakeholders, is an effective
instrument of strong public-private
partnership to ensure the smooth im-
plementation of the city's plans and
projects.

The Lee Kuan Yew World City
Prize will be presented at the Lee
Kuan Yew Prize Award Ceremony
and Banquet during this year's World
Cities Summit, which will take place
from 28 June to 1 July 2010.




Message from WCS 2010: Cities and Community Partner

ships

“What is the city, but the people?”
William Shakespeare, Coriolanus

Individuals form the cornerstone
of cities, imbuing them with
vibrancy, and shaping their charac-
ter and personality. But cities are
great, not just because of their
architects or their urban planners.
For what we remember of a truly
liveable city are not the buildings
and roads, but the people and resi-
dents who call the city home. Work-
ing hand in hand with urban lead-
ers and the government, a commu-
nity can truly transform a city.

Urban Greenery

Consider some examples from
Singapore, such as urban green-
ery. In our vision of Singapore as a
lush City in a Garden, we see
community involvement as a crucial
ingredient in overall efforts. When
people appreciate the value of
greenery in their living environ-
ment, and are willing to take a
stake in it, they would be more will-
ing to invest their time and effort.

For instance, the Plant-A-Tree
(PAT) programme, which was
launched in November 2007 by the
National Parks Board (NParks),
enables members of the public to
make a nominal donation and play
a direct part in greening the island
and contributing towards the well-

ness of the environment. To date,
over 7,000 trees have been planted
and pledged.

Environmental Sustainability

The role of community partners
is also important in achieving
national objectives of environ-
mental sustainability. One of our
targets is to increase the national
waste recycling rate from 40% in
2000 to 60% by 2012.

To promote recycling within

neighbourhoods, the  National
Environment Agency (NEA) s
involved in regular community

recycling drives. One such drive in
April 2010 commemorated Earth
Day, and saw students collecting
recyclables from residential blocks.
The students also educated the
residents on the importance
of adopting an environmentally
friendly lifestyle.

City Planning

At the same time, our city-
state’s small size and land scarcity
have placed a premium on good
planning to meet our immediate
needs and to accommodate future
growth. Every individual has a part
to play in fostering a sustainable
Singapore.

To engage Singaporeans and
gather their feedback on the
recommendations for Concept Plan

Featured Speaker: Saskia Sassen

2011 - a long term strategy for
Singapore's land use plans over
the next 50 years — the Urban
Redevelopment Authority (URA)
organised public forums which
discussed four issues pertinent to
liveable cities: quality of life, ageing
issues, sustainability, and identity.
Public focus groups will submit
recommendations to URA.

Moving Forward

There are many further exam-
ples, from Singapore and beyond.
What is clear is that changing
demographics, rising public
expectations and new patterns of
social interaction will require us to
find new ways of community
engagement to reinforce the need
for greater social responsibility, at
the personal and community level.

To ensure that our outreach
initiatives  remain relevant and
meaningful, we will continue to
find new ways of enhancing our
programmes, encouraging commu-
nity participation, and cultivating
collaborations with private corpora-
tions and government agencies.

We look forward to sharing our
experiences with other cities at the
World Cities Summit this June.

Centre for Liveable Cities /
Civil Service College
WCS 2010 Co-Organisers

Saskia
Sassen
is the
Robert
S. Lynd
Profes-
Saskia Sassen sor of
Sociology at Columbia University.
Prof Sassen is a member of
both the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions and the National Academy of
Sciences Panel on Cities.

A renowned scholar on issues
like globalization, immigration and
global cities, Prof Sassen has
written books which have been
translated into 21 languages.

Prof Sassen has also
contributed a lead essay to the
2006 Venice Biennale of
Architecture Catalogue, and has
completed a five-year UNESCO
project on sustainable human
settlement in over 30 countries.

Prof Sassen was a key note
speaker at the 2007 Holcim Forum
in Shanghai, China, and the 2008
Metropolis Congress in Sydney,
Australia, among other forums.

In 2009, Prof Sassen spoke at a
Singapore public lecture on “Global
Cities at a Time of Crisis”. She will
be speaking at the World Cities
Summit on “Sustainable and High
Growth Cities: Balancing Develop-
ment and Environment”.




Concept Plan of a Future Singapore for All

Every ten vyears, Singapore
embarks on a long term planning
exercise which peers far ahead to
map out the vision of the country in
the next 50 years. As part of
Singapore’s Concept Plan 2011
review public consultation exercise,
two focus groups were appointed
by the national planning agency,
the Urban Redevelopment
Authority (URA), to discuss four
key issues — quality of life, ageing,
sustainability, and identity.

The first focus group felt that
Singapore needs to be a home that
is endearing, enchanting and
inspiring to all residents, as well
as environmentally and socially
sustainable.

One key recommendation is the
strengthening of the city-state’s
green infrastructure. This includes
‘greening’ the entire lifecycle of a
building, from planning and design,
resources used, to operations and
maintenance; and encouraging
greater use of public transport.

The second focus group aspires
for Singapore to be an even more
liveable and lively city, which is
inspiring, inclusive and vibrant, and

Singapore — A City of Gardens

which all would love and be proud
to call home.

Some of the suggestions
focused on improving the lives of
the elderly. These comprise the
provision of senior-friendly fixtures
for residents to retrofit their
existing homes; and improving
mobility for seniors and the less-
abled, by  ensuring more perva-
sive universal design and “end-to-
end” accessibility.

A comprehensive exercise,
Concept Plan 2011 will balance
different demands for land while
ensuring that Singapore will have
sufficient land to meet the needs
of future generations.

Siemens’ Contribution to Sustainable Urban Developm ent

Cities are responsible for 75
percent of the energy consumed
worldwide and 80 percent of all
global greenhouse gas emissions.
Buildings account for almost 40
percent of global energy require-
ments. However, 30 percent of the
power used in residential, commer-
cial and public structures can be
conserved through better insula-
tion, and through ventilation, air-
conditioning systems and heating
technologies — which is what
Siemens, a WCS platinum sponsor,
aims to do.

Using Energy Saving Perform-
ance contracting, in which the
customer is guaranteed specific

energy and cost savings through a
package of useful energy saving
measures, Siemens illustrates how
energy conservation can be
financially viable.

European Green City Index

In 2009, Siemens commis-
sioned the Economist Intelligence
Unit (EIU) to produce the Euro-
pean Green City Index, a Europe-
wide study of eco-friendly urban
development which assessed the
sustainability of infrastructures in
30 major cities and was the first
study to comprehensively analyse
the environmental measures
implemented in Europe’s urban

Register now for the World Cities
Summit (WCS) 2010! Online
registration is open to all delegates,
trade visitors, and media till 15 June
2010.

1,000 conference delegates and
3,000 trade visitors from around the
world are expected to attend WCS
2010.

To be held from 28 June to
1 July, WCS 2010 will provide city
administrators, policy makers, urban
planners, government officials, and
experts in international cities with a
one-stop platform to identify practical
solutions and develop useful

linkages.
WCS 2010 will also introduce you
to the vast network of public and

private sector players who can
partner or support your execution of
these solutions from design of green
spaces, solid waste management to
transforming public transport.

At the same time, WCS 2010 will
keep you up-to-date with the latest
trends and innovative approaches in
contemporary city management.

For more information and to
register online, please visit
www.worldcities.com.sqg/

centers. It identified eight qualitative
and quantitative factors including
CO, emissions, energy, buildings,
transport, water and green govern-
ance — and summarised initiatives
from which other cities could learn.

Forward Looking Results

All the analyses indicate that
advanced technologies can enable
cities to achieve ambitious environ-
mental targets. Our studies show
that cities can recoup their invest-
ment costs through energy savings.

Jens Wegmann
CEO, Industry Solutions,
Siemens AG
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